
 
 

 
6 January 2022  
 
Dear Parent/Guardian  
 
We are delighted that we have been able to re-open today, as planned. I understand that many of 

you will be concerned about the continuing impact of the pandemic but rest assured that we will 

continue to do all that we can to keep the school safe for both students and staff. 

As transmission levels are high in the community, we would ask that all students take a lateral flow 
test (LFT) before returning to school and twice weekly, testing each Wednesday and Sunday. 
Additional lateral flow test packs can be requested from the Office if you have previously completed 
and returned your Consent Form. If you have not signed up to the testing scheme, and would like to 
do so, please contact us and we will send you the required paperwork.  
 
Testing and Self - Isolation Requirements  
If staff or students test positive, or are symptomatic, they must follow current health advice on 
testing and not come into school until cleared to do so. 
 
Anyone who develops symptoms should isolate immediately and book a PCR test even if the lateral 
flow test is negative. 
  
You will be aware that the Department of Health has revised its guidance on self-isolation for close 
contacts.  Fully-vaccinated close contacts of a positive case are no longer be required to take a PCR 
test.  They are instead advised to take a lateral flow test (LFT) as soon as possible and continue to 
take daily lateral flow tests until the tenth day after the last date of contact with the positive case. 
  
The NI Executive has also announced a change to the rules on self-isolation for positive cases, 
reducing the period from 10 days to 7 days, providing the individual has negative LFT results on both 
days 6 and 7 of the isolation period, with tests taken 24 hours apart. 
 
Safety Measures in School  
To help us keep everyone safe and well, it is important that all students recommit to observing the 
mitigations we currently have in place: 

• students with symptoms should not attend school; 

• students should take lateral flow tests twice weekly to check for asymptomatic cases; 

• students should take a PCR test if they have symptoms or have a positive lateral flow 
result; 

• students should take a LFT, before coming to school, if they are a close contact of a 
positive case, until the tenth day after the last date of contact with the positive case; 

• students should remember to bring in and wear their own face masks in school as well as 
on all public and school transport; 

• students should remember to wash their hands and sanitise desks regularly; 

• students should minimise physical contact and observe social distancing where possible; 
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Ventilation  
A key mitigation being promoted by both DE and EA is good ventilation. Classroom windows and 
doors will remain open at all times during the school day. To ensure the student’s comfort we would 
encourage them to wear the school jumper, school scarf or new school coat which are available 
through the school, uniform suppliers and TeamKit. As these uniform options are readily available 
non uniform hoodies, coats and scarfs will not be permitted.  
 
We would ask that you continue to advise us if your child has tested positive and needs to self-
isolate to allow us to monitor cases across the school. If your child requires Free School Meals during 
their period of isolation, please contact Mrs Coulter to arrange this.   
 
As we move forward together, in what are clearly challenging times, I want to thank you for your 
continued confidence in and support of all in St Benedict’s.  
  
Yours sincerely  

 
 
Mrs Catriona McAteer  
(Principal) 
 


