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2024 Families First School of the Year for the Northern Region 

On Thursday evening, pupils from throughout the school joined together to lead a congregation that filled St Nicholas' 
Parish Church in our Annual Festival of Nine Lessons with Carols. The Junior Girls' Choir, Men's Voices, Shepherd 
Singers, Voces and the Senior Choir all contributed to the praise offered and readings were brought to us by members 
across our school community. Solos were performed by Mateo Moore, Evie Dorrian, Caleb Hazley, Jude Kingston, Ellie-
Rose McDowell and Olivia Shields and the music before the service was performed the string quartet. Well done, everyone!
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CGS Carol Service 2025

Congratulations to Year 14 student Marc Campbell,who 
achieved a gold award in this year’s Senior Maths Kangaroo. 
Last year Marc was the first pupil in CGS history to achieve a 
gold in the UK Mathematics challenge. He repeated that feat 
again this year and then went on to achieve a gold in the 
follow up round placing him in the top 1% of the thousands of 
pupils in the UK taking part. Well done, Marc!
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Our Year 12 Psychology Club, led by Mrs. Craig, offers students 
an exciting opportunity to explore the science of mind and 
behaviour beyond the classroom. Through thought-provoking 
discussions, interactive activities, and real-world applications, 
the club helps students develop critical thinking skills and a 
deeper understanding of psychological concepts. Join us every 
Tuesday lunchtime and be part of a community of curious 
thinkers! Whether you’re passionate about psychology or simply 
want to learn more, this is your chance to broaden your 
knowledge and learn more about the way our mind works.

After their matches with Belfast HS and Ballyclare High School, our Year 8s made the trip to the 
Affidea Stadium to watch Ulster comprehensively defeat French side Racing 92 by 61-7. 
For many of the boys, this was their first trip to the home of Ulster Rugby and they were treated 
to a try-fest with the home team running in nine tries! Huge thanks to @__daltz for meeting up 
with the boys after the game for photographs and autographs with many of the Ulster players. 
Matty is a member of the coaching team at Carrickfergus RFC and we wish him a speedy recovery 
from his recent injury that forced him out of the match day squad.

Psychology Club underway

Year 8 Rugby Trip
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Congratulations to our very own literacy co-ordinator 
Mrs Wills from the English Department, who was 
invited by the Department of Education to close a 
significant regional literacy symposium yesterday with 
over 500 attendees. In recent years Carrickfergus 
Grammar has introduced a unique and highly successful 
'tutor reading programme' as part of its knowledge-rich 
curriculum, based on research and evidence which 
highlights some significant improvements in reading 
ages as a result. Our pupils in Years 8-10 read ambitious 
literary works in registration each week, including 
Animal Farm in Year 8, The Hobbit in Year 9 and Lord of 
the Flies in Year 10. Pupils are read to by senior pupils in 
Sixth Form and / or Form Teachers, and it is proving to 
be an enjoyable experience. 
It is perhaps no coincidence that the school's English 
Language results at GCSE are currently 16% above 
Grammar School averages at A*-B. Well done, Mrs Wills!

Literacy Work latest

Our 1XI senior girls kicked the weekend off in style with a superb 3–0 win away to Bloomfield Collegiate at Civil Service. A fast 
start saw Faith, Scarlett and Olivia produce three brilliant goals in the opening quarter. Although more chances skimmed just 
wide, the girls stayed dominant from start to finish. Another step forward for the 2XI squad, as they controlled the first half with 
confident attacking play, including some outstanding circle runs from Kara, while captain Emily was rock solid at the back. 
Despite a strong performance, Bloomfield took the result. but plenty of positives to take! The 3XI and 4XI girls showed brilliant 
commitment once again, working hard and improving their skills every time they step on the pitch. Proud of these squads for 
representing their school with spirit. Next up, a challenging Cup fixture against Rafoe for our U14XI, with the girls slow to settle 
in difficult weather. A stronger second half showed what they’re capable of — just unlucky not to find the net. The U13A squad is 
such a dedicated and hard-working group! They put on a brilliant display against an ‘A’ team, sticking to their passing game and 
showing real improvement. The scoreline didn’t reflect the performance — they did the school proud. A fantastic win for the 
U13B team! Their training focus is paying off, with lovely passages of play and a smart finish from Elsa to secure the victory.

CGS Hockey Latest



Monday 15th December 2025 – Made for More week, in school.

Friday 19th December 2025 – School finishes at 12pm.

Monday 5th January 2026 – Term 2 begins. Year 12-14 Mock exams 

Dates for your diary
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More positive change as - in recent months - construction began on a new, state-of-the-art, Home 
Economics building at the school. The facility will mean that our pupils have access to the most modern, 
well-equipped resources for practical Home Economics lessons in 2026 and beyond. 

Infrastructure update

This week Carrickfergus Grammar School welcomed international education experts from a range of countries who have 
been instrumental in educational reform and the raising of standards. The visitors came to CGS to learn more about the 
sector-leading curriculum reforms at the school in recent years which have led to very significant educational outcomes for 
our pupils. Attendees included: Baroness Amanda Spielman: former Chief Inspector of Schools in England. Sir Nick Gibb: 
Minister for Schools under four Prime Ministers. Jennifer Buckingham: Executive Director of the Centre for Education 
Statistics and Evaluation in New South Wales, Australia. Machteld Verbruggen: Academic from Antwerp. Hardip Begol: 
former Director for Assessment, Curriculum, Qualifications and Accountability at the Department of Education. Visitors got to 
meet with key staff, see lessons and talk with pupils. Speaking of the visit, Principal Mr Maxwell commented: "Today 
Carrickfergus Grammar was privileged to welcome some of the world's leading educationalists. They were keen to learn about 
our journey as a school over the past six years, and what curricular strategies had been put in place to bring about such strong 
examination results. "As always, our pupils and staff did the school very proud."

Experts visit CGS

Food & Nutrition News

Our Year 12 GCSE Food and Nutrition pupils enjoyed a 
recent cookery demonstrations from the Livestock and 
Meat Commission. Arlene taught them about the 
nutritional benefits of eating red meat, labelling of food 
products, the importance of looking for the Farm Quality 
Assurance logo and how to style and present dishes. She 
then demonstrated how to make crispy chilli beef noodles 
and lamb chilli con carne. Each pupil had the opportunity to 
taste the delicious dishes and were given a recipe book so 
that they could try out some more of the dishes at home!

Find them at: https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/exam-timetables

Mock Exam 2026 Information
Our January 2026 Senior School Mock exam 
timetables are now online.


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4

