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CGS visits the Far East

Fifteen Year 13 pupils recently returned from an unforgettable two-week educational trip to China, travelling 
alongside pupils from Carrickfergus Academy. The visit began at Hubei Normal University in Huangshi, where students 
immersed themselves in Mandarin language lessons and a range of cultural activities, including martial arts, paper 
cutting and calligraphy. The group then travelled to Luoyang, one of China’s ancient capitals, where they explored iconic 
sites such as the Longmen Grottoes, the White Horse Temple, local museums and the historic Luoyi Ancient City. After 
experiencing China’s high-speed bullet trains, pupils spent their final days in Beijing, visiting major historical landmarks 
including Tiananmen Square, the Forbidden City, the Temple of Heaven, the Confucius Temple, the Imperial College 
Museum and the Summer Palace, before finishing the trip with an unforgettable climb along the Great Wall of China.
This incredible opportunity was made possible thanks to the Confucius Institute at Ulster University and its partner, Hubei 
Normal University. (see Photo Gallery on page 2)

Congratulations 
to CGS pupil Layla 
Groves, who 
competed in the 
CRDM World 
Championships in 
Dublin on 1st 
April. Layla placed 
3rd in the world in 
a highly 
competitive age 
12 group. We 
could not be more 
proud of her!

CGS pupil on the World Stage
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China 2026 Gallery



CGS is pleased to be holding a SEAG Information Event on 
Thursday 30th April 2026 at 7:00pm in the school Assembly 
Hall for P6 parents considering the school as a host assessment 
centre for their child. This event will also include a session on 
how parents might best support their children in preparation for 
the SEAG Assessments. Key features of the CGS provision for 
2026 include:
* Assessments undertaken in classrooms, not in large Halls;
* A familiarisation event with the same Invigilator children will 
see on the test days;
* An invigilator and assistant invigilator in every room.
All P6 parents most welcome.

Congratulations to Year 13 pupil Jude, who was a finalist in 
Northern Ireland Young Musician of the Year. He performed 
the First Movement of Debussy’s Violin Sonata and Estrellita 
by Manuel Ponce. Jude has just undertaken a two-week 
residency with the National Youth Orchestra. #proud

CGS Music Star latest

Congratulations to the 3 PTA hamper winners Zara, Calum and 
Katie, all Year 9. Thank you to everyone for supporting PTA 
fundraising efforts.

Parent Association  News



Saturday 25th April: Parent Association Spring Fair. 11am start.
Thursday 30th April: SEAG P6 Info Evening in school. 7pm start.
Monday 4th May: May Day Bank Holiday. School closed.

Dates for your diary
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Trophy Presentations
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Our school community came 
together in a very special and 
unique whole-school Assembly - 
all 900 staff and pupils - to 
celebrate the recent successes in 
sport and music, and to 
recognise the dedication, 
commitment and hard work of 
our wonderful pupils, staff, 
coaches and peripatetic tutors. 
An amazing event to round off an 
amazing week for the school. 
#ProudToBeCGS #Praestantia

Easter Celebrations

Our Years 8-10 Summer exam timetables are now online at: 
https://www.carrickfergusgrammar.com/exam-timetables

At our annual Easter assemblies. Andrew Gray, the Assistant 
Pastor of Larne Baptist Church, shared The Great Easter Exchange 
of Jesus and Barabbas. Thank you to Andrew, our Scripture Union 
band and all those involved. The morning was a wonderful way to 
celebrate together.
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