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WHAT IS REVISION? 

Revision is something that many pupils have little experience of.  Effective 
revision is about good planning and time management.  This helps you to feel in 
control.  A Number of other steps are crucial to successful study: 

1. Revision will only be possible if you have good notes and the necessary 
books.  Before you can even plan what you need to revise it is important to 
check that you have everything you need.  If you have got behind with your 
notes, lost your notes or have difficulty reading your notes, you must beg, 
borrow or photocopy someone else’s.  Review and correct your past 
mistakes. 

2. Produce a revision timetable organised in advance and displayed for 
everyone to see.  

3. Remember, preparing for exams is just like training for a sport, skills can be 
improved with practice.  Use 
past papers and questions to 
re-test or use Apps like 
Quizlet. 

Remember also that everyone is on 
your side. If you need help with 
studying, ask a teacher, ask your 
friends or your parents.  
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LEARNING AND REVISION  

There are a lot of differences between 
learning your work and revising it for an  

examination. Here are a few of them:  

Learning is an on-going process in which you 
build upon previous knowledge and 
understanding. There will be a lot a new work 

and if you really learn this new work as you do it, you’ll save yourself a lot of time 
later on, when it comes to revision.  

Learning is a long-term process and cannot be done by trying to cram information 
into a few weeks. It involves completely understanding topics and memorising 
information.  

Learning is rather like inputting and processing the information on a computer. At 
first the computer needs to be programmed – the information it will use needs to 
be fed into the processor – the computer’s brain. This stage takes time. Once 
‘stored’ in the processor, the program and data can be ‘accessed’ as required. 
This is learning.  

Revision is fixing in your memory the things that 
you know. Think of the computer again. It can 
reproduce the information you have put into it, 
provided you ask it the right questions. Unlike 
the computer, your memory needs refreshing 
regularly, but if you do this, the information can 
be ‘called up’ in the same way.  

Revision is learning to unlock your memory. You 
need to have memory prompters to help you to ‘call up’ what you know.  

Revision is learning to select and adapt what you know so you can answer 
questions in all types of tests. 
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WORDS USED BY TEACHERS IN EXAMS  

Check out these words – they’re all used in tests. How sure are you of their 
meanings?  

calculate – this means that a numerical answer is needed – remember, show your 
working  

complete – you must complete a sentence, drawing, table, graph, etc. define – 
describe precisely  

‘Don’t start answering a 
question before you’ve 
read it! The question 
itself contains information 
which is there to help you 
– and it’s obvious which 
candidates have ignored 
it”. Bob – GCSE Examiner  

 

 

 

 

describe – a series of important points which must be written down in a few 
sentences.  

discuss – you must indicate points in favour of an argument and points against – 
then sum up in a conclusion at the end  

explain – write down what you understand – sometimes particularly in Science, a 
diagram helps  

“Students tend to make the same mistakes year after year. They run out of time 
on the last essay question because they’ve spent too long on the first answers. 
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Watch your timing carefully”. Bob – GCSE Examiner  

 

WORDS USED BY TEACHERS IN EXAMS 

find – this term is often used in maths and 
may mean that you have to do a calculation, 
or make a reading from a graph, or take a 
measurement.  

outline – brief notes are needed, about only 
the most important points 

state – a brief answer giving basic facts is 
needed  

 “I actually took a Maths exam when I was a girl in which I got the answer 
wrong in every single question – but I still passed because I got all the working 
right!” Ann – GCSE Examiner  

 

Remember techniques like P.E.E. 

P – Point – Answer the Question 

E – Evidence – Support your answer with facts 

E – Explain – Link your Point and Evidence together 
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Quick Tips for Revision Success  

1. Attend revision classes in school 

2. At home, establish a regular study area e.g. desk, quiet area  

3. Study short and often – take regular breaks 

4. Set a specific goal for each subject you study – “by the end of this study session, 
I hope to have learnt........................in Geography”.  

5. Vary your work e.g. make notes, draw diagrams, read, problem solve......  

6. Reward yourself!  

7. Balance your time carefully between home, school and social outings.  

Memory Tips  

 

1. Visualise as much as possible – use diagrams to help you summarise points. 
2. Recite and repeat. Say it out loud! - LOOK SAY COVER WRITE CHECK  
3. Record your own voice reading out notes  

4. Spend more time on your weakest subjects, vocabulary, mathematics, 
spelling  

5. Teach it to someone else  
6. Use mnemonics to help you learn Mnemonics are one way of remembering 

a list of facts.  

A mnemonic makes a word or a phrase from a set of letters based on the list. All 
you have to do is remember that first word or phrase and rest should come 
flooding back. 

A Mnemonic for Geography – 

NESW - Never Eat Shredded Wheat (North, East, South, West)  
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Memory Tips (continued) 

 A mnemonic for improving your listening skills: LISTEN -  

L= Look ahead = ideas S=Signs & Symbols T= Take part E= Explore N=Notes  

Another very common mnemonic is the one to help you remember the colours of 
the rainbow. RoYGBiV - Richard of York Gained Battles in Vain  

What are the colours of the rainbow? ....................................................  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your turn now - make up examples of mnemonics to help you learn facts from 3 
subjects.  
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Revision Techniques  

● Convert long 
notes into shorter 
notes in your own 
words  

● Use mind maps 
with a variety of 
colours and 
simple images 

● Use colour & 
diagrams to tell 
stories / create 
fact lists 

● Create a revision 
timetable  

● Highlighting & Underlining key words – then write questions and short 
answers 

● Revise with a friend – ask each other questions 
● If you don’t understand what you have just read in your book, try reading it 

aloud – record it and listen back 
● Convert the notes into a picture or cartoon strip   
● Work through past question papers or tasks you have already done which 

are similar to your assessment 
● Practise timing your answers.  
● Choose study and revision guides sensibly. It’s not hard to find help with 

revision – as well as established published revision guides, there are 
hundreds of websites offering help and advice. The problem is not how to 
find such help, but how to judge which is the best source for your needs. 
Save valuable time and get recommendations from your teachers.  

● Remember the notes you made in class are also a valuable source of extra 
help 
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Retrieval Practice 

Retrieval practice is the art of recalling learned information from memory (with 
little or no support).  

“Using your memory is shaping your memory” Robert Bjork.  

The act of retrieving information from the brain cements the knowledge into the 
long term memory. Techniques which can help this include Picture Prompts and 
Brain Dumps: 
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Looking After Yourself 

Keep yourself more alert by changing revision methods during a session. For 
instance, try switching from note taking to memorising; from reading to asking 
someone to test you.  

Look after yourself – Sometimes revision can become a competition – who stayed 
up latest, who worked longest, who’s worrying the most. But the more tired you 
are less efficiently you’ll work.  

Teenagers need 8-10 
hours sleep per night!!! 
You need to rest as well as study, eat well, 
drink lots of water and make sure you pace 
yourself. Don’t rush, and equally don’t over-
revise by doing too much too soon  

 

Pressure – what pressure?  

It is natural to feel nervous about tests and exams. The more prepared you feel, 
the easier it will be to conquer your fears.  

Use your revision plan to help you feel in control of the 
process  

Find out what is involved in each exam: Where and when it 
will take place?How much time is allowed/How many 
questions you need to answer? What equipment will I 
need to bring?  

Think positively – you CAN do well!  

Allow yourself some fun-time each day to relax. Eat sensibly – your brain cells 
need energy to function well. Make sure you drink plenty of water to avoid 
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becoming dehydrated. Dehydration makes you tired and reduces concentration.  

 

Tips for Exam Week 

1. Be prepared; find out what is involved in each of the examinations that you 

are going to sit. Organise yourself the night before and get plenty of sleep.; 

2. Check you have the correct equipment with you before you leave the house 

(pens, pencils, ruler, scientific calculator, etc.); 

3. Do take a watch so that you can time your answers; 

4. Look through the paper first and mark difficult questions/initial 

thoughts/notes; 

5. Look at the marks available and read the questions carefully, following 

instructions given in the paper (e.g. to show all workings, word limits etc);  

6. Use the information provided on the paper (the answer’s often nearly all 

there);  

7. Pace yourself and allow time to answer all the required questions;  

8. Write as neatly as possible to help the examiner to mark your work. 

Marking untidy writing is difficult;  

9. For longer answers, take a few minutes before you begin to produce a 

structured plan of what you are going to include in each section;  

10. Allow yourself 5 – 10 minutes at the end to read through your answers and 

correct any mistakes. 
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DON’T PANIC IN TESTS 

Make myself comfortable, deep breaths, read the instructions  

If you panic in a test you will not do as well as you could.  

How can you keep calm at the start of the test? 

Before you begin to answer the questions, read through the whole test once. 
Check you have all the page numbers. Plan where you want to get to in half the 
time available and note this down. Make some notes of key facts / mnemonics 
you have learnt which will come in useful in the test. 

 What should you do when you have finished? – Check you answered all 
questions, in enough detail and with a good standard of SPG.   

Now give yourself some practice by answering these questions:  

1. How long is the assessment?  

2. How many questions do you have to answer?  

3. Are there any special instructions?  

4. What equipment (if any) do you have to provide?  

5. What equipment is provided for you?  

6. Are any questions compulsory?  

7. How many marks do you receive for each question?  

Finally, work out how much time you can allow for reading through the paper and 
answering each question.  

GOOD LUCK!!! 
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Revision Websites and Apps – 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


