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Work Experience Guide for Parents 

 

 When is Work Experience? 

Work Experience is always the week before Halloween 

Half term. 

 

 What sort of placements do pupils usually experience? 

If possible, the placement should be linked in with your 

child’s individual interests and abilities. Popular choices 

are local cafes, small retail stores, garages, 

hairdressers/barbers and charity shops but other 

specialised placements are also possible. 

 

 When should I start looking for a placement? 

We recommend you start thinking about Work 

Experience in the May or June before your child starts 

Year 12.  

 

 Who organises the placement? 

It is preferable that our pupils are supervised on placement by an 

adult who knows them and understands their needs, parents and 

guardians usually source placements with family members/friends or 

in organisations where staff are already familiar with their child. 

This helps keep placements safe and stress free 

for our pupils and their families. Don’t worry if 

you have tried family members and placements 

in your local area.  
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 What if I can’t find a placement? 

Let Mrs Plunkett know as soon as possible, as 

we have a database of employers that have 

given past pupils work experience 

opportunities. We can’t always accommodate 

individual preferences/locations but we will 

help you find a placement that would be 

suitable. After all areas have been explored 

we have a back-up plan to accommodate most 

needs.  

 

 I have found a placement, what next? 

After you have found a placement that you and your 

child are happy with let school know so we can issue 

Work Experience forms (health and safety 

agreement/insurance indemnity).  

 

 What days/times should my child be on placement? 

Your child’s placement times can be flexible to meet 

your families and employer needs. You don’t need to 

complete a full week and the hours can vary. Your child 

cannot be on placement evenings and weekends for 

insurance purposes.  

Please note that transport is not provided to and 

from Work Experience. 

Longstone staff are here to support you in planning an enjoyable 

and productive placement for your child. 


